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the ruins5 remains,, mummies and works of ancient
civilized races In western South America as Inean,
the true Incan Empire was comparatively young at
the time of the Spanish conquest, and the greater
portion of the remarkable remains of prehistoric
civilizations which are scattered over Ecuador, Peru
and Bolivia are not attributable to the Incan culture.
Ages before the first Iiica saw the light of day, the
countries which the Incas afterward ruled had been
inhabited by highly cultured and civilized races whose
works far excelled those of the Incan civilization.
Who these people were, whence they came, why or
when they disappeared are all unsolved mysteries.
We know that their numbers were vast, that they
were highly organized and Industrious; that they had
attained to astounding heights In their knowledge of
engineering, mathematics, architecture, astronomy
and arts, that they performed feats which are so in-
explicable that they appear almost supernatural;
that in many respects no race,, ancient or modern, has
ever excelled or even equaled them, and that they had
completely vanished unknown centuries before the
commencement of the Incan dynasty.
Fortunately for us, they Inhabited a land where
climatic and other natural conditions are the most
favorable for the preservation of organic matter, and,
as a result, their works, their manufactures, their
utensils and implements, their garments and even
their bodies have remained almost Intact through
hundreds, thousands of years. From these remains
we have obtained a good idea of their lives, customs,
social organizations, religions, arts, habits and home
life. We cannot, with any great certainty, declare